
5. N
ational U

U
 P

etition
O

nline version: 
https://tinyurl.com

/defendrighttoboycott

P
aper version: 

https://tinyurl.com
/defendrighttoboycott-paper

3. S
tate Legislation and O

rders
H

um
an R

ights W
atch

estim
ates

that over 
250 m

illion A
m

ericans now
 live in states 

w
ith Israel anti-boycott law

s and policies.

R
equirem

ents for businesses and 
contractors to sign w

hat am
ounts to an Israel 

loyalty oath have been passed in 27 states.

Legislation is pending in 14 states.

U
nitarian U

niversalists have actively 
opposed these efforts, although no U

U
 state 

legislative action netw
orks have joined these 

cam
paigns.

4. C
hallenges to Law

s

S
upport O

ur First A
m

endm
ent R

ight to B
oycott

U
nitarian U

niversalists for Justice in the M
iddle E

ast ~ uujm
e.org     Facebook and Tw

itter: @
uujm

e

righttoboycott.org

1. A
ction of Im

m
ediate W

itness 
(A

IW
) O

verview

S
ince 2014 over 100 m

easures have been 
introduced at state, local and federal levels 
targeting the use of boycott and divestm

ent in 
support of P

alestinian hum
an rights. The 

U
nited S

tates S
uprem

e C
ourt declared in 

1982 that the right to boycott is a form
 of 

speech protected by the First A
m

endm
ent of 

the U
S

 C
onstitution. 

This A
ction of Im

m
ediate W

itness calls on 
U

nitarian U
niversalists and the U

nitarian 
U

niversalist A
ssociation to defend the 

tim
e-honored, non-violent and constitutional 

use of boycott and divestm
ent to achieve social 

justice in all hum
an rights concerns, and to 

oppose all efforts to prevent or crim
inalize

their use.

2. N
ational: C

om
bating B

D
S

 A
ct

If this law
 passes, there w

ill be legal 
challenges, but the future com

position of the 
S

uprem
e C

ourt is a concern for appeals.

The bill w
as passed by a bipartisan group of 73 

senators as S
1 in January 2019.

“W
hile the H

ouse has not taken up the bill, 
the fact that m

em
bers of C

ongress even 
considered the bill, let alone passed it through 
one cham

ber, is gravely concerning. The 
bill m

akes a m
ockery of the constitutional 

principle that the people are free to protest 
for the causes they care about.” ─

A
C

LU

E
sther K

oontz, trainer of m
ath teachers, 

K
ansas, and A

C
LU

A
C

LU
 attorney, K

athy B
rody, w

ith client 
M

ikkelJordahl, attorney, A
rizona

B
ahia A

m
aw

i, speech language 
pathologist, Texas,and

C
A

IR

7. G
et Involved

S
upport the A

IW
 during G

eneral A
ssem

bly.

Follow
 us on Facebook/Tw

itter @
uujm

e.

S
upport our petition.

O
rganize a congregational letter w

riting 
cam

paign.

A
dopt a congregational/group statem

ent.

Join our U
U

JM
E

 Legislative W
orking G

roup:

•
Zoom

 m
eeting 1

stM
onday of each m

onth

•
R

ich resources and collaboration

•
E

m
ail list: legislation@

uujm
e.org

S
yed S

aqib
A

li, form
er m

em
ber of 

M
aryland H

ouse of D
elegates,and

C
A

IR

6. S
olidarity: A

 M
oral Im

perative
B

oycotts have a rich legacy. 

Legislation to attack the right to boycott is 
part of a coordinated attack on our civil and 
hum

an rights: prosecution of 
#N

oM
oreD

eaths
for leaving w

ater in the 
desert for m

igrants, pipeline protests, 
disruptions against racist police brutality, 
and m

ore. 

U
U

s m
ust unite to defend our constitutional 

rights in support of universal hum
an rights.

M
ore than 150 P

alestinian civil society 
organizations have called for targeted 
boycott of corporations that enable the 
abuse of P

alestinian rights. S
ee 

https://bdsm
ovem

ent.net/get-
involved/w

hat-to-boycott

M
assachusetts Freedom

 to B
oycott coalition, 

including our legislative w
orking group coordinator, D

iana D
igges
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